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140 THE MONIST. 

the prescription of Mr. Dixon, will not serve ; for by reading our identity in the re- 
verse order we have : Some [or every] person that loves children is identical with 
every parent. 

Mr. Dixon's views in respect to terms and to the doctrine of denotation and 
connotation depart as widely from the suppositions usually held, as do his views re- 
garding propositions and definition. To follow out the consequences of his proposed 
innovations in any adequate fulness is forbidden to us by lack of space. We feel 
sure that further reflection will lead him to much modification of his doctrines. perA. 

Outlines of a Philosophy of Religion. By Hermann Lotze. Edited by E. C. 
Conybeare, M.A. London : Swan, Sonnenschein, & Co. New York: Mac- 
millan & Co. 1892. Pp. 176. 

This book is an excellent translation of one of the most important works of a 
prominent philosopher, who made an unusually strong impression upon the minds 
of his contemporaries. Almost every line of this clean, accurate, and charming 
translation betrays the translator's devotion to the subject, for he has taken the ut- 
most care to bring out the ideas of the author in the same brilliant style for which 
Professor Lotze is justly famous. 

The translator says in the preface : "I have completed and venture to publish 
"the following translation of Hermann Lotze's Lectures upon the Philosophy of 
"Religion in the same hope in which it was undertaken by my late wife, that it 
' ' may be of use to some who cannot read the German original, and yet desire a con- 
' ' cise statement of the form in which one of the clearest-minded of our later thinkers 
" put to himself those great questions — as to the origin and destiny of the spirit of 
" man, as to life in general, and the meaning of the material universe — which occupy 
" us all at some time or another, many of us as soon as we have won food and shel- 
" ter for our bodies. " 

We do not share Mr. Conybeare's and his deceased wife's enthusiasm for the 
author. Although we are not blind to the great deserts of Professor Lotze, his 
amiable personality, the depth of his religious and emotional nature, the breadth of 
his scholarly erudition, and the brilliancy of his ingenious, not to say poetical, pre- 
sentation of philosophical subjects, we cannot conceive that his work is come to 
abide. On the contrary, we consider his philosophy as antiquated in many re- 
spects. He considers problems that originate from a mere confusion of ideas, as 
being insolvable in their nature, and attempts the solution of other problems with 
inadequate methods. His thoughts still remind us of the ontological spirit of past 
philosophies, and his principles are not in agreement with positivism and the 
methods of scientific research. 

As an instance, we quote the following passage : ' ' We must ever set aside any 
"attempt to describe in positive terms, or to construct in thought, the process by 
" which this absolute being came to be not only one, and that unconditionally, but 
"at the same time a many of things which condition one another reciprocally." 
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Lotze still believes in an " absolute unity " as something prior to the world of 
reality, and he declares that ' ' We cannot Know or Explain how this Absolute 
Unity is also Many " (Sec. XXI) ; and even if an unconscious being could be a 
Many-in-One, yet it could not, according to Lotze, generate consciousness (Sec. 
XXV). We do not believe that this problem is insolvable, and do not, as does Lotze, 
feel constrained to fall back on idealism. In fact, our position is so different from 
Lotze's that in spite of the full recognition of his genius, we feel as much severed 
from him as if he belonged to ages long gone by. 

Mr. Conybeare's translation is most certainly an invaluable work and is indis- 
pensable for any English student of Lotze's philosophy. Kpc 



On the Perception of Small Differences, With Special Reference to the 
Extent, Force, and Time of Movement. By George Stuart Fullerton and 
James McKeen Cattell. Philadelphia : University of Pennsylvania Press. 
1892. Pp. 159. 

This volume of the Philosophical Series of Publications of the University of 
Pennsylvania gives an account of a large number of experiments made for the pur- 
pose of testing the perception of small differences of movement, of weight, and of 
light. The most noticeable conclusion arrived at by the authors, is that they cannot 
accept any of the received explanations of Weber's law. They found from their 
experiments, by the method of estimated amount of difference, that "we tend to 
estimate the intensity of sensation as directly proportional to the intensity of the 
stimulus ; consequently, in so far as any deduction concerning quantitative relations 
in sensation can be made from such estimation, the sensation increases as the stim- 
ulus and not as its logarithm," thus invalidating Fechner's law. The authors be- 
lieve also that Weber's law does not hold for the perception of movement, as they 
find that the error of observation usually increases " as the stimulus is taken greater 
but more slowly," and that it is proportional to the square root of the stimulus. 
Accordingly, they substitute for Weber's law the following : " The error of obser- 
vation tends to increase as the square root of the magnitude, the increase being sub- 
ject to variation, whose amount and cause must be determined for each special 
case." It is proper to add, that Professor Fullerton gives only a qualified assent to 
these conclusions, on the grounds that mathematicians are not agreed as to the 
soundness of the theory upon which the law is based, and that the errors in ques- 
tion may not be independent errors. He considers, however, the results obtained 
by the authors " as sufficiently in accord with the laws to justify them in holding it 
tentatively, and subject to criticism." 

As Fechner's law rests on that of Weber, and on assumptions which appear to 
be incorrect, it also fails, and it follows that the psychophysical, physiological, and 
psychological theories put forward to account for the supposed logarithmic relation 
between mental and physical processes are superfluous. From these conclusions. 



